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In 1841, Manjiro went out on the sea in a little ship with some older boys. When they were
fishing, a storm came. The little ship was damaged, and they could not come back. After a few
days, Manjiro and his friends had no food or water. They became sick. On the eighth day, they
saw a small island. They swam to the island.

Six months later, a ship saw them. It was an American ship which was sailing to Hawaii.
They were saved. Manjiro and his friends could not speak English. But Manjiro learned things
quickly and made friends with the captain. The captain took Manjiro to America. Manjiro was
only fourteen years old when he arrived in America.

Manjiro lived with the captain’s family and went to school. He was the first Japanese person
who studied in America. About ten years later, he came back to Japan. In those days Japan’s
doors were closed to other countries. So he was questioned by the Tokugawa Government.

When the Kurofune came to Japan in 1853, the Tokugawa Government asked Manjiro for
help. When the Kanrin-maru went to America, Manjiro went with some people from the
Japanese government and worked as an interpreter. Manjiro became a bridge between the two
countries.




