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Sectionl

Charles Chaplin was a famous actor and producer. He created many films about
humanity, peace, and equality. He was called “the King of Comedy”. Before he became
famous, however, his life was quite tragic.

Chaplin was born in London in 1889. His parents were both actors. His father left the
family when Charlie was only one year old. For his mother, brother, and himself, life was
not easy.

When Chaplin was five years old, his mother fell ill and lost her job. She tried to work
very hard to
make a living, but she could not make enough money. She began to suffer from mental
illness.

Eventually, Charlie was sent to a house for poor children. Feeling only and miserable, he
spent most of his childhood there.

Section4

With his cane swinging, Chaplin played the role of “the Little Tramp”. In City Lights,
Chaplin played a homeless person who was brave with a kind heart. The role seemed to
reflect the hardship of his early life. In Modern Times, he showed the tough life of workers
in the industrial age.

The stories in these films seem sad yet funny, and at the same time they warm the
hearts of the audience. In The Great Dictator, Chaplin even made fun of rulers who were
leading their countries to war.

Chaplin depicted the unfairness and silliness of society from the point of view of the
weak and the poor. He said, “Yes, life is wonderful, if you’re not afraid of it. All it takes
1s courage, imagination ... and a little dough.”
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Lesson 9
Charles Chaplin
Section 1

Charles Chaplin was a famous actor and producer. He created many films about
humanity, peace, and equality. He was called “the King of Comedy”. Before he became
famous, however, his life was quite tragic.

Chaplin was born in London in 1889. His parents were both actors. His father left the
family when Charlie was only one year old. For his mother, brother, and himself, life was
not easy.

When Chaplin was five years old, his mother fell ill and lost her job. She tried to work
very hard to make a living, but she could not make enough money. She began to suffer
from mental illness. Eventually, Charlie was sent to a house for poor children. Feeling

lonely and miserable, he spent most of his childhood there.
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Feeling lonely and miserable, he spent most of his childhood there.
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Section 2

Even in his teenage years, Chaplin remained unhappy. Broken in spirit, he moved from
job to job. Finally at the age of 17, he joined a theater company in London. However, he
was not satisfied yet. Later, he described how he had felt during those early years in the
theater.

“Routine work was dull, and the world was severe. There was no bright future for me.
I could only imagine an uninteresting life in which I would be working with uninteresting
people. I was getting depressed. On Sundays, I would take a walk in the park and listen
to the music there. I didn’t want to be alone, but I didn’t want to be with anyone else,

either. Then, I fell in love with a girl, but that love was never returned.”
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Broken in spirit, he moved from job to job.
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Section 3

Having had a difficult time,

Chaplin learned to change sadness into laughter. His experience of hardship made him
“the King of Comedy”.

His performances were a great success not only in London, but also in other cities.
Then he got a chance to work for a film company in the US. There he created the famous
character “the Little Tramp”.

“One day, a director told me, ‘Put on funny makeup. Anything will do.” On the way to
the wardrobe, I thought I would wear baggy pants, big shoes, a small hat, and a mustache.
I also thought I would hold a cane. I wanted everything to be mismatched. At this time,
the character was born in my mind.”
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Section 4

With his cane swinging, Chaplin played the role of “the Little Tramp”. In City Lights,
Chaplin played a homeless person who was brave with a kind heart. The role seemed to
reflect the hardship of his early life. In Modern Times, he showed the tough life of workers
in the industrial age.

The stories in these films seem sad yet funny, and at the same time they warm the
hearts of the audience. In The Great Dictator, Chaplin even made fun of rulers who were
leading their countries to war.

Chaplin depicted the unfairness and silliness of society from the point of view of the
weak and the poor. He said, “Yes, life is wonderful, if you're not afraid of it. All it takes is
courage, imagination ... and a little dough.”
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With his cane swinging, Chaplin played the role.
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